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COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES MAKE HEADLINES FOR A VARIETY 

OF REASONS. Many schools are well-known for certain types of 

degree programs. Others are famous for their sports teams. 

Still others are infamous for scandals that take place on their 

campuses. Just because a college is well-known doesn’t 

necessarily mean it’s the best place for students to learn.

Still, you may gravitate towards more popular institutions 

during your college search. It’s human nature to favor things 

that others around us also like. Choosing a college is an 

intensely personal decision, though. It may be wise to consider 

all your options, not just those with household names.

In this guide, we’ll provide another perspective—a set of 

schools we consider “hidden gems.” These schools lack lofty 

reputations but may make up for it with:

There are many other valuable offerings for incoming students.

There are some schools in this group that you may not have 

ever heard of. Try not to let this deter you. Instead, approach 

this guide with an open mind and a willingness to learn about 

lesser-known colleges and universities. With this approach, you 

may be surprised to find a school that’s ideal for you, not 

because of its reputation, but because of its tangible resources.

Featured Programs
Solid student resources

Degree programs

Tuition discounts

https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
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FOR THIS GUIDE, COLLEGE VALUES ONLINE EDITORS SOUGHT TO 

UNCOVER A SET OF COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES THAT 

OFFERED VALUE TO STUDENTS DESPITE BEING LESSER KNOWN. 

In some ways, this turned out to be a counterintuitive process. 

To find the answer to the question: “Which great schools are 

little known?”, we had to look for something that could not be 

found. In fact, the less we were able to uncover about the 

schools in question, the more they begged to be placed in 

the group.

We started by pouring over the popular U.S. News & World 

Report rankings to find those schools that had been left out of 

the rankings. This required scouring hundreds of institutions of 

higher learning, including institutions like:

This search yielded an initial pool of just over 130 schools.

Next, our job was to investigate why the school was unranked 

by this reputable college rankings publication. Was the omission 

deserved, or did the school simply opt not to be included in the 

rankings? We turned to the cornerstone of higher education 

reputation to begin answering this question—accreditation.  The 

National Council of Education’s College Navigator tool identified 

each school’s accreditation.

The Selection Process National Universities

Regional Colleges

Community Colleges

Liberal Arts Schools

https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
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JENKINTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA

Tuition: $19,414

Why It’s A Gem: Tight-knit community, accredited dental 

programs, and online certificates

Manor College could be the perfect school for those desiring 

a more intimate learning environment. This small Catholic 

hidden gem emphasizes holistic student support in a tight-knit 

community. 

From an academic perspective, the school is well-rounded. It 

offers more than two dozen undergraduate programs at the 

associate’s and bachelor’s levels. 

Popular areas of study include:

• Health Professions

• Business Management

• Criminal Justice

The college also offers Dental Assisting (DA) and Dental Hygiene 

(DH) programs accredited by the American Dental Association.

Manor College is ideal for students who desire a flexible 

on-campus experience. The school also offers some non-degree 

certificate programs online. For example, students may pursue 

credentials in vocational disciplines like:

• Cybersecurity

• Paralegal Studies

• Technical Writing

• Hospitality

The Schools
#46. Manor College

https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
https://manor.edu/
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Manor College cont’d
Among two-year colleges, Manor stands out in terms of ROI. 

Graduates can expect to earn an average base salary of 

approximately $50,000.  Moreover, nearly 90% of enrolled 

students receive financial aid to help cover the cost of their 

education.

It offers approximately 30 undergraduate degrees, most at the 

associate’s level. Certificate and diploma programs are also 

available.

Popular areas of study for Lackawanna students include:

• Criminal Justice

• Mental Health Services

• Business Administration

• Liberal Arts and Sciences

Lackawanna College offers support services through its Student 

Success Center to improve graduation rates. These include 

tutoring, advising, international student support, disability 

services, and more.

For those who complete their vocational programs, a fair-paying 

job often awaits. According to PayScale, the average base salary 

for Lackawanna College graduates hovers around $51,000.

SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA

Tuition: $17,340

Why It’s A Gem: Affordability and robust student support. 

Lackawanna College keeps its tuition low. This makes 

education more accessible to Scranton, PA residents and 

beyond. The two-year school has a vocational focus.

#45. Lackawanna College

https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
https://www.lackawanna.edu/


https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
https://www.cambridgecollege.edu/
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#43. Union Institute & University There are student support services available to Union’s distance 

education students. They are offered at no additional charge 

despite the school’s affordable cost. Students can:

• Attend free mental health counseling sessions

• Receive personalized writing assistance

• Benefit from one-on-one math tutoring

As a result, the institution boasts an impressive graduation rate of 

over 70%.

Graduates go on to enjoy successful and lucrative careers in a 

wide range of occupations. PayScale reports the average salary 

for graduates to be $74,000. In terms of ROI, UI&U ranks high 

among similar postsecondary schools.

The Higher Learning Commission accredits the institution. The 

program is accredited by the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics.

CINCINNATI, OHIO

Tuition: $17,141

Why It’s A Gem: Impressive graduation rates and high alumni 

wages

Union Institute & University is the only Hispanic-serving 

institution in Ohio. The school caters to non-traditional 

students and working professionals by offering flexible 

learning options. All of UI&U’s degree programs can be 

completed entirely online. These include bachelor’s, master’s, 

and doctoral programs in popular areas of study such as:

• Criminal Justice

• Public Health

• Human Development

• Homeland Security

MYUNION.EDU

https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
https://myunion.edu/


https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
https://ranken.edu/
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#41. Humphreys University The university’s focus on nontraditional students is apparent 

through its flexible scheduling options and diverse learning 

modes. Most online and on-campus programs offer part-time, 

evening, and weekend options. Some blended learning 

opportunities are also available.

Humphreys University provides one-on-one support to its 

students, whether online or on campus. The school maintains 

small class sizes and offers an array of student support services. 

These include:

• Career Services

• Academic Support

• Technical Assistance

• Administrative Aid

• Help with Applying for Enrollment and Financial Aid

STOCKTON, CALIFORNIA

Tuition: $14,760

Why It’s A Gem: Flexible scheduling options and high ROI

Humphreys University is a testament to what a postsecondary 

vocational school can achieve with over 120 years of polishing. 

Today, the school retains its focus on individualized learning 

and career preparation. It has also expanded to offer four-year 

undergraduate degrees and graduate programs. Popular fields 

of study at the university include:

• Legal Studies

• Education

• Business Administration

• Liberal Arts

HUMPHREYS.EDU

https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
https://www.humphreys.edu/


https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
https://www.albizu.edu/
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Examples include part-time, evening, and weekend classes, as 

well as online classes and programs.

Despite its affordable tuition, many of the programs at Albizu 

University-Miami prepare students for lucrative positions in the 

behavioral sciences. According to PayScale, the median base 

salary for graduates is $77,000 annually.

• The Middle States Commission on Higher Education

• The American Psychological Association

• The American Speech-Language-Hearing Association

Albizu University focuses its resources on the behavioral 

sciences specialty, emphasizing psychology programs. This 

focus benefits students with a passion for subjects, such as:

• Counseling and Clinical Psychology

• Forensic Psychology

• Neurodevelopmental Psychology

Programs are offered at most higher education levels, 

including bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral programs.

The postsecondary programs are designed for working 

professionals. This means courses are delivered in different 

ways and at various times to accommodate student schedules. 

#39. Pacific Oaks College
PASADENA, CALIFORNIA

Tuition: $11,692

Why It’s A Gem: Experiential learning opportunities and the 

promise of a lucrative career

WWW.PACIFICOAKS.EDU

https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
https://www.pacificoaks.edu/


https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
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“I GRADUATED FROM PACIFIC OAKS WITH A BACHELOR’S IN 

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT IN 1994. Not only did Pacific Oaks set 

me up to be a successful preschool teacher and owner for the 

past 35 years, but meeting and taking a class from Magda 

Gerber changed my life. I took an on-site infant development 

class with Ms. Gerber and ended up adopting my daughter 

from a Russian Orphanage based on my time with Ms. Gerber.

Pacific Oaks changed both my personal and professional lives. 

I am so grateful for the hands-on education I received, the 

lifelong friends I made, and the confidence I got to take risks 

and fulfill dreams. Professors became mentors for life, 

especially Gretchen Brookes. I use my education every single 

day and have since the day I started PO! I still own a small 

preschool and my daughter is the light of my life . ”

– Joanie Giraudo

Student Success Story

https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
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TRAVERSE CITY, MICHIGAN

Tuition: $9,532

Why It’s A Gem: Array of career certificates and picturesque 

campus

Situated alongside Lake Michigan, it’s easy to see why 

Northwestern Michigan College is considered a hidden gem. The 

school offers over 60 different academic programs for students to 

choose from. It includes career certificates, associate’s degrees, 

and two distinct bachelor’s programs.

The school’s most popular fields of study are:

• Humanities

• Nursing

• Marine Transportation

• Air Transportation

NMC also offers a dental assisting program accredited by the 

American Dental Association. Several online programs are also 

available. They include fully online associate’s degrees in:

• General Studies

• Science and Arts

• Business Administration

While Northwestern Michigan’s graduation rate is slightly below 

average, the college is doing its best to remedy the problem. For 

instance, the school offers various student support services, 

including:

• Online Tutoring

• Employment Readiness Coaching

• Academic Advising

#38. Northwestern Michigan College

NMC.EDU

https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
https://www.nmc.edu/index.html


https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
https://www.jccmi.edu/?


https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
https://www.tesu.edu/
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NEW YORK, NEW YORK

FITNYC.EDU

Tuition: $6,170

Why It’s A Gem: Contemporary curriculum, robust online division, 

high graduation rates, and strong student support

The Fashion Institute of Technology is one of our two-year “hidden 

gem” schools. It specializes in fashion and design and is on the 

cutting edge of the fashion industry. The school integrates best 

practices in business and technology into its curricula. In keeping 

with contemporary creative careers, the Fashion Institute offers 

plenty of opportunities for students to hone their online skills. 

Several of the school’s degree programs are offered entirely 

online. These include:

• Associate in Advertising and Marketing Communication

• Bachelor’s in International Trade and Marketing

Despite their virtual format, many of the school’s 900+ online 

courses are studio-based and emphasize project-based learning. 

The institute also offers weekend, evening, part-time, and hybrid 

options. It caters to working professionals and those who desire 

face-to-face learning opportunities.

All students benefit from FIT’s strong student support network, 

whether they study online or on campus. These include tech 

support, professional development, and academic resources. 

Additional services are offered to veterans, international students, 

and students with disabilities.

The school boasts a graduation rate of over 80%, and its 

graduates are well-paid. According to PayScale, the average base 

salary for FIT graduates is $70,000. These graduates comprise a 

diverse alumni network, with students from nearly 50 different 

countries of origin.

#35. Fashion Institute of Technology

https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
https://www.fitnyc.edu/
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#34. Clover Park Technical College
To continually improve its already above-average graduation rate, 

CPTC offers a wide range of accessible student support services. 

Many of these can be found in the school’s Learning Resource 

Center, a hub for research, e-learning, and tutoring. Other 

services include academic advising and career planning.

Popular fields of study at Clover Park Technical include:

• Technology Management

• Vehicle Maintenance and Repair

• Nursing

• Teacher Education

• Precision Metal Working

CPTC also has a Dental Assisting program accredited by the 

American Dental Association.

LAKEWOOD, WASHINGTON

Tuition: $5,909

Why It’s A Gem: Individualized learning, vocational education, 

and student resources

Clover Park Technical College is recognized as a hidden gem 

among technical schools. This is due, in part, to its 

comprehensive approach to vocational education. The school 

acknowledges that not all career-focused students are alike. It 

offers more than just a cookie-cutter pathway toward a 

successful career. Its 120+ degrees and certificates include:

• University transfer degrees

• Standalone bachelor’s programs

• Workforce-ready associate’s degrees and certificates

CPTC.EDU

https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
https://www.cptc.edu/


https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/


OKMULGEE, OKLAHOMA

OSUIT.EDU

Tuition: $5,774

Why It’s A Gem: Career placement rate, support for diverse learners, 

impressive ROI

A hidden gem among two-year schools, Oklahoma State University 

Institute of Technology is the only university of applied technology 

in Oklahoma and one of the best in the region. OSUIT boasts a 90% 

career placement rate. It is home to lucrative vocational training 

programs in disciplines such as:

• Construction Engineering Technologies

• Nursing

• Information Technology Management
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#33. Oklahoma State University
Institute of Technology-Okmulgee

• Electromechanical Instrumentation and Maintenance Technologies

• Engineering Technology

OSUIT’s nursing programs are accredited by the Accreditation 

Commission for Education in Nursing. The college also offers 

undergraduate certificates and degrees in nearly 30 other fields of study. 

It includes popular options like:

• Vehicle Maintenance and Repair

• Nursing Administration

• Electrical and Power Transmission Installation

To support students on their journey to career success, the school also 

offers a host of student support services. Options include:

• Online Wellness Resources

• Military and Veteran Services

• Academic Support for Diverse Learners

OSUIT graduates can expect a significant return on their tuition 

investment. PayScale reports the average base pay after graduation to be 

around $74,000 per year.

https://osuit.edu/
https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/


https://www.yvcc.edu/
https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/


BELLINGHAM, WASHINGTON

WHATCOM.EDU

Tuition: $4,982

Why It’s A Gem: High graduation rates and ROI

Whatcom Community College is considered a hidden gem because 

of its low tuition and excellent student outcomes. These include an 

above-average graduation rate and impressive college ROI. The 

school is considered a comprehensive community college. It caters 

to students who want career training, a vocational degree, or even a 

four-year education.

The school offers undergraduate credentials in nearly 40 different 

areas of study. Popular majors at WCC include:

• Liberal Studies

• Computer and Information Technology Management

24

#31. Whatcom Community College
• Accounting

• Business/Commerce

WCC also offers a Bachelor of Applied Science in IT Networking focusing 

on Cybersecurity.

Student support services at Whatcom are as abundant as its mountain 

views. Some of these services include:

• Online Tutoring

• Services for Foster Youth

• Career and Academic Advising

The advantages of attending WCC don’t stop at graduation. PayScale 

reports that graduates make better-than-average salaries. The average 

base pay is $60,000 per year.

https://www.whatcom.edu/home
https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
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#30. Tyler Junior College
• Humanities

• Nursing

• Business Administration

• Allied Health Sciences

Many programs in allied health are accredited by industry leaders, 

including those in:

• Dental Assisting and Hygiene

• Physical Therapy

• Occupational Therapy

• Radiologic Technology

Tyler Junior College offers robust student support services to 

enhance its academic offerings. The school’s vibrant atmosphere 

includes extracurricular activities like clubs, sports, and events. 

After graduation, students continue to reap the benefits of 

attending this first-choice college. PayScale reports an 

above-average base pay of $59,000 for graduates.

TYLER, TEXAS

Tuition: $4,762

Why It’s A Gem: Accessibility and student life

Tyler Junior College has been improving its community for 

nearly a century. They have done this through accessible, 

high-quality education. In keeping with the times, TJC has also 

built an impressive online division and now stands to 

transform lives worldwide.

A comprehensive community college, Tyler Junior offers over 

115 undergraduate degrees and certificates. These credentials 

include those suitable for university transfer as well as 

workforce development. Popular fields of study at TJC include:

TJC.EDU

https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
https://www.tjc.edu/


https://www.skagit.edu/
https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
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#28. Grays Harbor College • Organizational Management

• Forest Resources Management

• Teacher Education

Students enrolled at Grays Harbor can select one of over 40 fields 

of study for a degree or certificate. Popular disciplines include:

• Humanities

• Business Administration

• Nursing

• Construction Management

The school’s associate’s degrees in nursing are separately 

accredited by the Accreditation Commission for Education in 

Nursing (ACEN). Students can take advantage of a full range of 

support services leading up to graduation. Some standout 

resources include career coaching, project assistance, and 

personal counseling.

ABERDEEN, WASHINGTON

Tuition: $4,605

Why It’s A Gem: Exemplary vocational training, ROI, and high 

graduation rates

Grays Harbor College is a small, rural school in Aberdeen, 

Washington. It is known for its:

• A;ordable Tuition

• Above-Average Graduation Rate

• Quality Vocational Programs

It’s a school where everyone can meet their goals. Students 

can succeed through workforce development programs, 

transfer, or bachelor’s degrees. GHC offers three complete 

Bachelor of Applied Science (BAS) degree programs in:

GHC.EDU

https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
https://www.ghc.edu/


https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
https://www.ccd.edu/
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PORT ANGELES, WASHINGTON

Tuition: $4,439

Why It’s A Gem: Idyllic setting and high graduation rates

For students who want a university experience at a 

community college price, Peninsula College may be the ideal 

choice. PC is located on the beautiful Olympic Peninsula. It 

takes advantage of its picturesque location and nearby 

natural resources, enhancing student life and learning. In 

many ways, the campus is the classroom for PC students. 

Peninsula College students can elect one of nearly 50 

academic programs and career pathways. Popular fields of 

study include:

• Precision Metal Working

• Business Operations

• Nursing

• Mental and Social Health Services

The nursing programs are accredited by the Accreditation 

Commission for Education in Nursing. University transfer degrees 

are available for students wanting to attend a four-year university. 

For those who wish to earn a bachelor’s degree at Peninsula 

College, two Bachelor of Applied Science options are available:

• Management

• Behavioral Healthcare

Whether it can be attributed to the nurturing surroundings or the 

school’s top-tier student support services, Peninsula College 

boasts a nearly 50% graduation rate—much higher than that of 

most two-year schools.

#26. Peninsula College

PENCOL.EDU

https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
https://pencol.edu/
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LYNWOOD, WASHINGTON

EDMONDS.EDU

Tuition: $4,284

Why It’s A Gem: Focus on innovation and diversity

Edmonds College is located just outside the busy city of Seattle. It 

is a hidden gem school with an eye toward innovation. Among its 

many strengths is the school’s community connections. It facilitates 

internships and employment opportunities for graduates.

Students can choose from undergraduate offerings in 90 different 

fields of study. Most of these are career certificates and associate’s 

degrees, but the school also has four bachelor’s degree programs 

designed for working professionals. Popular fields of study include:

• Humanities

• Technology Administration

• Computer Programming

• Business

Online degrees and certificates are available in over half a dozen 

disciplines.

The school is also committed to diversity, equality, and inclusion. 

It’s been designated an Asian American and Native American 

Pacific Islander–serving institution. It also operates a scholars 

program for men of color.

Graduates of Edmonds College enjoy a substantial return on their 

investment. PayScale reports their median annual wage to be 

around $71,000 per year.

#25. Edmonds College

https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
https://www.edmonds.edu/


https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
https://www.bellevuecollege.edu/


SPOKANE, WASHINGTON

SFCC.SPOKANE.EDU

Tuition: $3,928

Why It’s A Gem: Robust online division, accredited physical and 

occupational therapy programs

Spokane Falls Community College’s vision is to provide its students with 

the best community college experience. It prides itself on transforming 

lives through education. Through its main campus, satellite campus in 

Pullman, and online division, the school offers undergraduate certificates 

and degrees in more than 50 different academic and vocational fields. 

Popular majors at SFCC include:

• Liberal Arts and Sciences

• Teacher Education

• Allied Health
32

#23. Spokane Falls Community 
College

• Design

• Applied Management

The school offers an impressive number of bachelor’s degrees, including 

options in:

• Cybersecurity

• Addiction Studies

• Information Systems

• Integrated Behavioral Health

SFCC also has a physical therapy assistant program. It is accredited by 

the American Physical Therapy Association. There is an occupational 

therapy assistant program accredited by the American Occupational 

Therapy Association.

Upon graduation, SFCC students stand to make a good return on their 

tuition investment. According to PayScale, graduates make an average 

base salary of approximately $53,000.

https://sfcc.spokane.edu/
https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/


MARIANNA, FLORIDA

CHIPOLA.EDU

Tuition: $3,120

Why It’s A Gem: Low tuition, exemplary student support, and high ROI

Chipola College is located in the Florida Panhandle. It is another 

hidden gem college. It serves adult learners who want to enter a 

vocational field and those who want to transfer to a four-year 

university. Chipola College students can pursue associate’s degrees in 

many disciplines, including:

• Technology

• Health Sciences

• Social and Behavioral Sciences

• Workforce Development
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#22. Chipola College
The school also offers a few standalone bachelor’s degrees in 

education, business, and nursing. Its most popular fields of study are 

in the areas of:

• Liberal Arts and Sciences

• Nursing

• Criminal Justice

• Business Administration

Chipola’s Academic Center for Excellence is a hub for student support 

services, including academic advising, test prep, and online tutoring. 

The school’s above-average graduation rate is a testament to the 

center’s success.

Students continue to thrive after graduation, too. Chipola graduates 

make an average of $61,000 per year, according to PayScale.

https://www.chipola.edu/
https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/


ATLANTA, GEORGIA

ATLM.EDU

Tuition: $3,105

Why It’s A Gem: Diversity, flexible scheduling, and high ROI

A small school in a big city, Atlanta Metropolitan State College, is a 

hidden gem for community college students. It accommodates a 

diverse range of students, including adult learners and working 

professionals. Its efforts to create a flexible learning environment 

for students include night, weekend, and online options.

Academically, students have numerous options to choose from. 

This includes programs at the associate’s and bachelor’s levels. 

Many of these programs are career-oriented, while others are 

designed for university transfer. 
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#21. Atlanta Metropolitan State College
As part of the University System of Georgia, the school has articulation 

agreements with several four-year universities.

Major fields of study include:

• Liberal Arts

• Criminal Justice

• Biology

• Performing Arts

In its ongoing effort to improve graduation rates, Atlanta Metropolitan 

State offers various student support services from its Center for Academic 

Advising and Student Success. These include supplemental instruction, 

career support, and one-on-one advising.Perhaps due to the school’s 

extensive alumni network, graduates enjoy an above-average ROI 

compared to similar institutions. PayScale reports their base salary to be 

just below $60,000. The school’s highly affordable tuition rates only 

enhance this return on investment.

https://www.atlm.edu/
https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
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#20. College of Central Florida
OCALA, FLORIDA

Tuition: $2,710

Why It’s A Gem: Affordability and student life

A member of the Florida College System, the College of 

Central Florida provides a “best of both worlds” experience for 

students looking for a full college experience without the high 

cost and rigidity of a traditional university.

At CF, students have many options to choose from. They can 

opt for a vocational track with an associate’s degree or 

professional certificate. Alternatively, they might opt to 

complete their general education requirements through a 

university transfer degree. The college boasts several valuable 

articulation agreements with four-year schools like:

CF.EDU

• University of Central Florida

• University of Southern Florida

• Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University

Flexible scheduling options are also on offer, including some fully 

online degrees. Popular areas of study at the College of Central 

Florida include:

• Liberal Arts and Sciences

• Business Administration

• Allied Health

• Nursing

The school also has a Physical Therapist Assistant (PTA) program. 

It’s accredited by the American Physical Therapy Association. 

There is also a Radiologic Technology (RAD) program for 

radiologic technicians accredited by the Joint Committee on 

Education in Radiological Technology.

https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
https://www.cf.edu/
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CF graduates can expect to make a good return on their tuition 

investment. PayScale reports an alumnus’s average base salary is 

around $55,000. That’s higher than the median for similar schools 

in the US.

These are typically found only in university settings. Examples 

include a state-of-the-art fine arts hall, planetarium, and geological 

field laboratory.

SFC is still very much career-focused. It offers numerous vocational 

programs, career certificates, and associate’s degrees for students 

wanting to enter the workforce after graduation. For those with 

dreams of earning a bachelor’s degree, the college offers 

university transfer degrees and standalone bachelor’s options. The 

most popular fields of study at Santa Fe College include:

• Humanities

• Nursing

• Allied Health

To facilitate its above-average graduation rate, the school offers 

extensive student support. For example, students can take 

advantage of services like life skills courses, wellness resources, 

and academic coaching.

College of Central Florida cont’d

#19. Santa Fe College
GAINESVILLE, FLORIDA

Tuition: $3,563

Why It’s A Gem: Campus facilities, career focus, and high 

graduation rate

The mission of Santa Fe College is not just to educate 

students, but to enrich their lives. Despite its community 

college tuition rates, the school offers resources and facilities.

SFCOLLEGE.EDU

https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
https://www.sfcollege.edu/
https://www.sfcollege.edu/
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www.polk.edu


38

Several of the school’s allied health programs boast their own 

specialty accreditations, including those in :

• Physical Therapy

• Radiologic Technology

• Occupational Therapy

PayScale reports an average base salary of $61,000 for graduates. 

Considering the school’s low tuition costs, this translates to an 

impressive return on investment.

Polk State College cont’d

#17. University of Hawaii 
Maui College
KAHULUI, HAWAII

Tuition: $3,284

Why It’s A Gem: Island location and high ROI

MAUI.HAWAII.EDU

Considering its location on one of the most beautiful islands in the 

world, it’s easy to see why the University of Hawaii Maui College 

might be considered a hidden gem. Location isn’t the only draw, 

though. The school offers top-tier academics, student support, and 

a high return on investment.

Like other two-year schools, UH Maui offers an array of career 

certificates and vocational degrees. Popular fields of study include:

• Humanities

• Nursing

• Culinary Arts

• Business/Commerce

In addition, students can pursue one of two available bachelor’s 

degrees:

•Bachelor of Applied Science (BAS) in Applied Business & 

Information Technology

• BAS in Sustainable Science Management

https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
https://www.maui.hawaii.edu/
https://www.maui.hawaii.edu/
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Student support at UH Maui is part of the school’s community-like 

culture. Some of the services students can take advantage of 

include a virtual help desk, peer tutoring, and distance education 

support. Despite its affordable tuition, UH Maui prepares graduates 

for high-paying careers. According to PayScale, the average base 

salary post-graduation is $61,000 per year.

University of Hawaii Maui 
College cont’d

#16. Pasco-Hernando State College
NEW PORT RICHEY, FLORIDA

Tuition: $3,155

Why It’s A Gem: Accessibility and robust online division

Pasco-Hernando State College prides itself on maintaining 

small class sizes, despite its open-door policy to anyone with a 

PHSC.EDU

high school diploma or GED. This, combined with affordable 

tuition and promising student outcomes, makes it one of our 

hidden gem colleges.

At PHSC, students can opt for one of more than 30 available 

career training opportunities or pursue an Associate of Arts 

program for university transfer. Popular areas of study include: 

• Nursing

• Business 

• Administration

• Allied Health Sciences 

The college also has a dental hygiene program accredited by 

the American Dental Association. PHSC offers nearly a dozen 

fully online degree programs to accommodate students with the 

most demanding schedules.

https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
https://phsc.edu/
https://phsc.edu/
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This includes associate’s and bachelor’s options in disciplines like:

• Public Safety

• Health Care Management

• Paralegal Studies

• Accounting Technology

Pasco-Hernando’s graduation rate is 36%, slightly better than the 

average for two-year schools. According to PayScale, graduates 

can expect to make $55,000 per year on average.

Pasco-Hernando State 
College cont’d

#15. Seminole State College 
of Florida
SANFORD, FLORIDA

Tuition: $3,131

Why It’s A Gem: Range of academic options and ROI

A member of the Florida College System, Seminole State 

College of Florida considers itself a full-service educational 

provider. The school offers an array of academic programs. 

This includes:

• Non-Degree Courses

• Specialized Career Certification

• Two-year Associate’s Degrees

• Bachelor’s Degree Programs

SEMINOLESTATE.EDU

https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
https://www.seminolestate.edu/
https://www.seminolestate.edu/


41

These programs span 80 different fields of study, so there’s 

something for everyone. Popular disciplines include:

• Humanities

• Biotechnology

• Accounting

• Business Administration

• Entrepreneurship

Part of the school’s mission to be a full-service academic provider 

is its student support services. Enrolled students can expect to 

receive top-quality support, such as:

• Academic Advising

• Tutoring

• Counseling

• Career Services

Seminole State College 
of Florida cont’d

The perks don’t end after graduation, either. Seminole State 

graduates earn better-than-average pay, according to 

PayScale. The school is associated with a mean annual wage 

of $58,000 annually.

DAYTONA BEACH, FLORIDA

DAYTONASTATE.EDU

Tuition: $3,106

Why It’s A Gem: Support for entrepreneurs and 

first-generation college students

In-state students enrolled at Daytona State College pay just 

over $3,000 per year in tuition. Once they graduate, they stand 

to make an average of $58,000 annually. That’s an impressive 

return on investment for a community college.

#14. Daytona State College

https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
https://www.daytonastate.edu/
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As a member of the Florida College System, the school also 

maintains partnerships with area universities. Many students start at 

Daytona State and finish their bachelor’s degree at a four-year 

school. Others pursue vocational pathways in nursing, allied health, 

and business administration. Some standalone bachelor’s programs 

are also available at Daytona State, including Bachelor of Science 

(BS) programs in accounting and engineering and Bachelor of 

Applied Science (BAS) degrees in management and hospitality.

Although the school’s graduation rate is slightly less than 40%, 

Daytona State College is continually improving and expanding its 

student resources to aid retention. Along with academic and career 

services, students also benefit from a unique first-generation 

success program as well as entrepreneurial support.  

Daytona State College cont’d

BRADENTON, FLORIDA

SCF.EDU

Tuition: $3,074

Why It’s A Gem: Accessibility and strong student support

State College of Florida, Manatee-Sarasota is an open access 

institution. It uses its resources to make higher education a 

reality for anyone willing to work for it. The school is a 

vocational learning hub that also offers university transfer 

programs for students who desire a bachelor’s degree.

Once enrolled, students select one of 68 different programs of 

study, including:

#13. State College of Florida, 
Manatee-Sarasota

https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
https://www.scf.edu/
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• Career and Technical Education

• Certificates

• Vocational Diplomas

• Associate’s Degrees

A limited number of BS and BAS programs are also available. 

Popular disciplines at SCF include:

• Liberal Arts and Sciences

• Nursing

• Business Administration

• Education

Student support is more than just a catchphrase at State College 

of Florida, Manatee-Sarasota. The school offers a host of support 

services to students, including subject-specific tutoring, research 

assistance, advising, and more.

Students who successfully complete their academic programs at 

SCF are rewarded with above-average earnings after graduation. 

PayScale reports the average base salary for graduates as 

$59,000 per year.

State College of Florida, 
Manatee-Sarasota cont’d

#12. East Georgia State College
SWAINSBORO, GEORGIA

Tuition: $2,736

Why It’s A Gem: Affordability and excellent student resources

Students enrolled at East Georgia State College pay some of 

the lowest tuition rates in the country. Even so, they routinely 

bring in above-average earnings after graduation. PayScale 

reports a median base salary of $55,000 for EGSC alumni. As 

a result, the two-year school boasts an impressive return 

on investment.

EGA.EDU

https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
https://www.ega.edu/index.html
https://www.ega.edu/index.html
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A member of the University System of Georgia and fully accredited 

by the SACSCOC, East Georgia State is uniquely positioned to 

prepare students for the workforce or university transfer. A variety 

of associate’s degrees are available in areas, such as:

• Psychology

• Education

• Nursing

• Business Administration

For working professionals, the school also offers two fully online 

bachelor’s degrees—one in criminal justice and the other in 

organizational leadership.

Student support services are abundant at EGSC. Some of these 

resources include:

• Academic Tutoring

• Mental Health Counseling

• Advising

• Academic Workshops 

All EGSC students can take advantage of the services offered 

through the school’s Academic Center for Excellence.

East Georgia State College cont’d

#11. Gulf Coast State College
PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA

Tuition: $2,370

Why It’s A Gem: Beach-front location and flexible scheduling 

options

GULFCOAST.EDU

https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
https://gulfcoast.edu/index.html
https://gulfcoast.edu/index.html
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The fact that Gulf Coast State College is located by the beach is 

just one of the reasons it’s considered a hidden gem. This 

affordable community college has made huge strides towards 

making accessible, high-quality postsecondary education. Here, 

working professionals and non-traditional students will find 

accommodations that include:

• Flexible Scheduling

• Hybrid Program O;erings

• Fully Online Programs

Gulf Coast State specializes in vocational credentials such as 

certificates and associate’s degrees. It also offers four full 

bachelor’s degree programs in the disciplines of:

• Nursing

• Digital Media

• Organizational Management

• Technology Management

Gulf Coast State College cont’d Other popular areas of study include:

•Liberal Arts and Sciences

• Criminal Justice

• Allied Health

Students enrolled at GCSC can take advantage of robust student 

support services such as:

• Personal Counseling

• Peer Tutoring

• Career Workshops

It’s no wonder the school’s graduation rate exceeds the average 

for two-year schools. Graduates of the college also enjoy 

better-than-average pay compared to similar schools. PayScale 

reports a median base salary of $62,000 per year. With one of the 

most affordable tuition rates in the nation, the school is able to 

offer prospective students an impressive ROI

https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/


FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA

IRSC.EDU

Tuition: $2,764

Why It’s A Gem: Mentoring programs and impressive ROI

Affordable tuition and promising outcomes for graduates make IRSC 

another Florida hidden gem. This two-year school has over 100 academic 

programs, including vocational certificates, associate’s degrees, and 

bachelor’s programs. Among these offerings are 15 full degree programs 

that can be completed entirely online.

Popular fields of study for IRSC students include:

• Business Administration

• Registered Nursing

• Liberal Arts and Sciences
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#10. Indian River State College
The college also has accredited vocational programs in:

• Physical Therapy

• Dental Hygiene

• Radiologic Technology

As they prepare for the workforce or university transfer, students at Indian 

River State have plenty of support. Some of the school’s standout 

services include:

• Academic Success Coaches

• Personal and Mental Health Counseling

• Mentoring Programs

In-state and online students pay just over $2,700 per year in tuition, and 

they’re positioned to reap a large return on their investment. PayScale 

reports an average base salary of $61,000 for graduates.

https://irsc.edu/
https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/


TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA

TCC.FL.EDU

Tuition: $2,026

Why It’s A Gem: Affordability and university transfer rate

Tallahassee Community College prides itself on helping individuals 

achieve their dreams, regardless of their backgrounds or 

socioeconomic status. TCC students pay some of the lowest tuition 

rates in the country, and 80% of graduates will transfer to a four-year 

university. 

Over 16,000 students are enrolled at TCC each year for various 

reasons. Some pursue non-credit professional development courses. 

Others seek vocational degrees at the associate’s level. 
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#9. Tallahassee Community College Still others pursue university transfer degrees or a bachelor’s degree 

in education. 

TCC offers programs in 56 different areas of study. Popular disciplines 

include:

• General Studies

• Criminal Justice

• Nursing

• Allied Health

• Human Development

While nursing graduates stand to make the most money after 

graduation, PayScale reports above-average earnings of 

approximately $60,000 for all graduates of Tallahassee Community 

College.

https://www.tcc.fl.edu/
https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
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“I GRADUATED FROM TALLAHASSEE COMMUNITY COLLEGE WITH 

AN AA BACK IN 2015. During my time there, I received an 

affordable education with some of the most memorable 

professors in my academic career. 

TCC is excellent for anyone looking for a stepping stone 

between high school and university that doesn’t compromise 

on the quality of schooling, and offers a beautiful campus and 

ample student resources to boot!” 

– Ally Sweeten, Freelance Writer

Student Success Story

https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
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#8. Feather River College Despite its appealing aesthetic, the school doesn’t skimp on 

academics. Certificates and degrees are available in over 50 

different areas of study. Popular majors include:

• Liberal Arts and Sciences

• Social Sciences

• Nursing

• Agriculture

FRC is committed to supporting the whole student. To this end, it 

offers personal counseling and other wellness resources through 

its Student Wellness & Success Center.

QUINCY, CALIFORNIA

Tuition: $1,461

Why It’s A Gem: Low tuition and outdoor recreation 

opportunities

Feather River College is indeed a hidden gem school. This is 

especially true for students who enjoy the great outdoors. The 

school’s picturesque location and rural setting make it ideal for 

individuals who enjoy outdoor activities and recreation as well 

as those who desire to study a discipline such as:

• Environmental Science

• Equine Science

• Outdoor Recreation Leadership

FRC.EDU

https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
https://www.frc.edu/


https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
https://www.mjc.edu/
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MJC’s low tuition costs and high salary potential after graduation 

makes for one of the best college ROIs in the nation. PayScale 

estimates that graduates make around $72,000 per year on 

average.

Modesto Junior College cont’d The school offers one of the lowest tuition rates in the nation. 

But it still provides high-quality instruction and a supportive 

environment for students. Shasta’s location in one of the 

sunniest places on Earth is another clear perk for on-campus 

students.

In terms of academics, Shasta offers undergraduate degrees 

and certificates in 80 distinct fields of study. Popular 

disciplines include:

• Humanities

• Biological and Physical Sciences

• Social Sciences

• Business Administration

The school also has a dental hygiene program accredited by 

the American Dental Association.

REDDING, CALIFORNIA

SHASTACOLLEGE.EDU

Tuition: $1,191

Why It’s A Gem: Accessibility and strong student support

Shasta College is a three-time winner of the Innovation in 

Higher Education award. It prides itself on providing its 

students with open access to academic and career success.

#6. Shasta College

https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
https://www.scf.edu/
https://www.shastacollege.edu/
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#5. Santa Ana College
• Business Administration

• Biological and Physical Sciences

The school also has an Occupational Therapy Assistant program 

accredited by the American Occupational Therapy Association. 

Likewise, Santa Ana’s nursing programs have received 

accreditation from the Accreditation Commission for Education in 

Nursing (ACEN).

Student support services are abundant at SAC. Standout 

programs include:

• The Asian Pacific Student Program

• International Student Services

• A Health and Wellness Center

Upon graduation, Santa Ana alumni stand to make a large return 

on their investment. PayScale estimates their average salary to be 

$67,000 per year.

SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA

Tuition: $1,180

Why It’s A Gem: Comprehensive academics and student 

support

Santa Ana College is a comprehensive and affordable 

community college in California. It is clearly a hidden gem 

school for students wanting to enter a lucrative vocational 

field. Undergraduate certificates and associate’s degrees are 

plentiful, and the school also offers a bachelor’s degree in 

occupational health. Other popular fields of study at SAC 

include:

• Liberal Arts and Sciences

• Fire Protection

SAC.EDU

https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
https://www.sac.edu/Pages/default.aspx
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#3. Santa Monica College • Biological and Physical Sciences

• Business Administration

The school is also home to associate’s degree in nursing 

programs accredited by the Accreditation Commission for 

Education in Nursing. Students who desire an on-site bachelor’s 

degree may pursue the school’s Bachelor of Science program in 

Interaction Design.

The facilities at Santa Monica College rival those of major 

universities. The college houses a planetarium, a performing arts 

center, and the Center for Media and Design. It’s a large school, 

enrolling more than 21,000 undergraduate students.

Those students who graduate from Santa Monica College will 

enjoy a high salary potential. PayScale reports an average base 

salary of $72,000 per year for graduates.

SANTA MONICA, CALIFORNIA

Tuition: $1,150

Why It’s A Gem: Impressive campus facilities, vibrant student 

life, and high ROI

Santa Monica College prides itself on being one of the top 

transfer schools in California. It also provides career 

certificates and vocational degrees in nearly 100 different 

fields of study. The school is designated a Hispanic-serving 

institution and values diversity, equality, and inclusion.

At Santa Monica, popular majors include:

• Liberal Arts and Sciences

• Human Development

SMC.EDU

https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
https://www.smc.edu/
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#2. Cypress College Certificates and degrees are numerous, and Cypress also offers 

one of the state’s only community college bachelor’s degrees. 

Popular disciplines include:

• Biological and Physical Sciences

• Business Administration

• Vehicle Maintenance and Repair Technologies

Student support services at Cypress rival those of major 

universities. In addition to academic and career services, students 

can take advantage of an international students program, LGBTQ+ 

resources, and special services for disabled students and foster 

youth.

After graduation, Cypress alumni continue to reap the benefits of 

their school choice. PayScale reports that the school offers one of 

the highest ROIs for two-year schools, with graduates earning 

$72,000 per year on average.

CYPRESS, CALIFORNIA

Tuition: $1,146

Why It’s A Gem: Diversity, ROI, and exceptional student 

support

Cypress College is a hidden gem college that shines in the 

area of diversity. The school has been designated both a 

Hispanic-serving institution and an Asian American and Native 

American Pacific Islander-serving institution. It’s also 

socio-economically diverse—a little more than half of enrolled 

students receive need-based grants.

At Cypress College, diversity doesn’t stop with the student 

body. The school’s academic offerings also vary widely and 

encompass nearly 100 different areas of study. 

CYPRESSCOLLEGE.EDU

https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
https://www.cypresscollege.edu/


https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/


https://www.collegevaluesonline.com/hidden-gem-colleges/


https://www.payscale.com/college-salary-report


www.collegevaluesonline.com59

The latest data from the National Center for Education Statistics 

indicates that there are 5,916 postsecondary institutions in the 

United States. Considering each of these could take longer than 

it might reasonably take to earn a degree. That’s why it’s 

important to begin narrowing your search before considering 

any one college or university. One e!ective way to do this is by 

employing the process of elimination. At College Values Online, 

our editors use this process regularly when developing college 

rankings. When using the method, they apply filters to a large 

selection of schools to target those worth a closer look. In this 

section, we’ll identify some of the filters we use routinely and 

provide instructions on how to use them to find your ideal 

college.

Narrow the Search
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Narrow the Search

Not all schools o!er the same educational programs, so if you 

have a major already in mind, then you’ll want to keep that at 

the forefront of your college search. Some schools specialize in 

certain areas of study.

Program/Major Filter

Tuition Filter

https://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/
https://www.fastweb.com/
https://www.scholarships.com/


https://collegescorecard.ed.gov/


www.collegevaluesonline.com62

There are advantages and disadvantages to each choice. For 

example, a rural school might o!er more outdoor recreation 

opportunities, while a big city o!ers more cultural 

experiences. Still, each school is unique, so you’ll want to do 

your research before making any assumptions about the area.

With large schools, lecture halls filled with hundreds of 

students are common, and you may never speak to the 

professor face to face. While one type of school isn’t 

objectively better, some students perform better in more 

intimate learning environments. Others thrive in a bustling 

community of scholars.  It can be di"cult to know whether a 

small or large school would suit you best, but there are some 

questions you can consider that might help you come to a 

determination:

• Did you attend a large or small high school, and what 

was your experience?

• Do you consider yourself an introvert or an extrovert?

• How would you feel if your professor never learned 

your name?

Colleges and universities in the US vary widely in size. Some 

small liberal arts colleges are more like high schools in terms 

of student population. Others, like state universities, for 

instance, could fill a stadium.  In the U.S., small schools have 

enrollment numbers of less than 5,000. Large schools have 

more than 15,000. In a small school, you can expect to attend 

small classes and have one-on-one time with the instructor.

Size Filter
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• Are you okay with being taught by a teaching assistant 

rather than a professor?

• Do you have an interest in college sports?

• Do you want to design your own major?

• Can you learn independently, or do you require a lot of 

assistance?

• How interested are you in extracurricular activities such 

as clubs and student organizations?

• Are you interested in joining a sorority or fraternity?

There are many di!erent indicators of a college’s performance, 

but none may be more advantageous to prospective students 

than student satisfaction.

Satisfaction Filter
When we think about a college investment, money is typically 

the first thing that comes to mind. When you decide to pursue 

post-secondary education, you’ll also invest in another 

important resource—your time. Since it’s arguably just as 

valuable, you’d be wise to consider just how much time you 

want to invest in the college experience.

Time-To-Completion Filter

https://www.gradreports.com/colleges
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Perhaps the most important choice you’ll want to make 

regarding your investment of time is whether to attend a 

two-year or four-year school. Even this choice isn’t always a 

clear-cut one, though. For instance, some two-year schools 

o!er bachelor’s degrees, and some four-year schools o!er 

accelerated tracks and degree completion programs. Before 

putting a school on your list of colleges to investigate further, 

make sure you know how much time you’ll need to spend 

there before earning a credential.   

According to the National Center for Education Statistics, more 

than 60% of undergraduate students took at least one online 

course in the Fall of 2021. This represents almost 10 million 

college students across the United States. Twenty-eight 

percent of students took all of their courses online.  

Whether you take classes online or on-campus (or a 

combination of the two) is a personal choice, and each has 

clear advantages. Whatever option you prefer, you’ll want to 

ensure the school you choose accommodates your desired 

learning modality. While most colleges o!er some classes and 

degrees online, this can vary by program and change from 

year to year. You’ll want to make sure the program you’re 

interested in is available in the format you prefer before you 

decide on a school.

Online learning in higher education is more popular than ever 

before. While they were once reserved for working adults and 

other nontraditional students, online classes have become a 

regular college experience.

Online/Hybrid 
Learning Filter
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Attending a diverse college or university might be particularly 

important if you attended a relatively homogenous high school 

or come from an area lacking diversity in its population.

Of course, diversity is more than just meeting people who look 

di!erent than you. In college, a diverse student and faculty 

population can enhance the learning experience, exposing 

you to di!erent cultures and experiences you may not have 

access to otherwise.

A diverse college campus can also have other advantages. 

Important principles such as equity and inclusion are 

celebrated in such an environment.  Students are given the 

opportunity to interact with classmates and professors from 

various backgrounds, preparing them for success in a diverse 

workplace setting.

After you’ve applied all applicable tuition filters, it’s time to 

examine the schools that remain on your list with a higher level 

of scrutiny. The number of colleges and universities on your list 

may vary, but ideally, it will be less than ten. Your job now will 

be to examine each of these schools in more detail and find that 

one hidden gem that’s best for you.

Examine the 
Remaining Schools

Many people decide to attend college to broaden their horizons. 

This could mean seeing new places, having new experiences, 

and meeting new kinds of people. If the latter sounds appealing, 

you may want to consider a school’s diversity. 

Diversity
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Typically, the larger the school, the bigger and better the 

campus facilities will be, but exceptions exist. Some smaller 

universities and community colleges have impressive facilities 

that rival larger ones.

You may not be interested in every facility on campus, 

especially if you’re considering a larger school. Try to focus on 

those facilities that you know you’ll use, such as those related 

to your major or in your academic department. Other facilities 

to pay particular attention to include the recreation and fitness 

center, student housing, and the campus library.

If you’re planning to attend college on campus (rather than via 

distance learning), then it may be a good idea to research the 

types of campus facilities available.

Campus Facilities

https://collegescorecard.ed.gov/
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• Online learning management platforms

• Multimedia-equipped facilities and classrooms

• Technology support/help desk

• Cybersecurity services

• Mobile applications for students

Although a quality education may be why you choose to attend 

college, it might not be the only thing you receive when you 

enroll. Aside from direct instruction in the classroom (whether 

physical or virtual), you’re likely to be eligible for much more. 

All of these extras are referred to as student services. Student 

services are available at no extra cost once they’ve paid tuition 

and fees. 

Student Services

In recent years, technology has become increasingly important 

in higher education. Technology can a!ect your college 

experience in various ways, so it is crucial to research what 

colleges and universities o!er in this area before shortlisting 

them.

Since technology is such a vast field, resources in this 

department can take on many di!erent forms. At a minimum, 

you can expect the school to o!er high-speed internet access 

for on-campus students. Depending on the school and program, 

you may be o!ered much more regarding technological 

resources and support. Here are some of the technology 

services and products to look for as you’re searching for your 

hidden gem school:

Technology: 
Resources and Support
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• Writing assistance

• Research assistance

• Test-preparation

• Academic advising

• Subject-specific tutoring

Student Services

• Personal counseling

• Mental health counseling

• Wellness resources

• Peer support

• Group therapy

• Crisis intervention services

Counseling Services

• Resume preparation assistance

• Mock interviews

Career Services

The type and quality of student services can vary widely from 

one college or university to the next. It can be important to 

make yourself aware of the services typically available and what 

they usually consist of. While you may or may not take 

advantage of all the services a school o!ers, it might be helpful 

to know what is o!ered. If there’s a particular service you know 

you’ll need, such as math tutoring or disability services, for 

instance, then you’ll want to confirm that this specific service is 

o!ered at your hidden gem school.

Here are some of the services commonly o!ered by colleges 

and universities in the United States:
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• Job placement services

• Networking opportunities

• Alumni support

• Internship opportunities

• Mentor support

• Disability services

• LGBTQ+ services

• Veterans services

• Foster youth services

• Neurodivergent student services

Services for 
Special Populations

Student life is a factor that many people consider when 

evaluating colleges and universities, especially those who 

intend to study on campus. Many students pursue higher 

education not just for learning but also for the experience. For 

these students, what a school has to o!er in terms of student 

life may be just as important as academic quality.

When evaluating a college or university’s student life 

opportunities, you may need to do as much self-reflection as 

research. Ask yourself the following questions, and then use the 

answers to determine what type of college experience you’d 

prefer:

• What kinds of student clubs and organizations are you 

interested in?

• Does Greek life intrigue you?

Student Life
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Just type in the name of the school in question in the search 

field, click on the appropriate entry and view the 

student-to-faculty ratio listed in the top portion of the results. 

Generally speaking, ratios of less than 15 to 1 are considered 

low, while those above 20 to 1 are considered high. Remember, 

though, that your experiences at any university may vary, 

regardless of its student-to-faculty ratio.

Here are some types of financial aid to look for as you consider 

specific colleges and universities:

For some students, financial aid opportunities are nice perks 

that can help ease the transition to college. For others, they 

represent the di!erence between being able to a!ord tuition or 

not. Wherever you fall on this spectrum, it’s important to 

research the types of financial aid o!ered by the schools you’re 

considering attending.

Financial Aid 
Opportunities

Many schools o!er their own scholarships, but these can vary 

by school, department, and even program. Some types of 

scholarships are need-based, meaning they consider applicants’ 

financial situation when awarding funds. Other scholarships are 

merit-based and consider the student’s qualifications, including 

grade point average, standardized test scores, and other 

indicators of student achievement, such as extracurricular 

activities and letters of recommendation. Some colleges and 

universities consider both need and merit when awarding 

scholarships.

Scholarships
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There are other, lesser-known options, though. For example, 

some schools o!er tuition discounts for certain students, such 

as legacy students—the children of parents who also attended 

the same school. Children of professors and other school 

employees may also receive a lower tuition rate based on their 

a"liation with the school. Other tuition discounts may be 

extended to certain populations, such as veterans, transfer 

students, or online learners.

Many colleges and universities in the U.S. o!er work-study 

programs for students interested in earning money towards the 

cost of their tuition. The federal government usually funds these 

programs based on a student’s financial need. Work-study 

opportunities are ideal for students who wish to gain hands-on 

experience in their fields while working to pay for school. These 

programs are often better options for students than other types 

of part-time jobs since they can be scheduled around college 

classes.

Work-Study Programs

When most students think of financial aid, their minds usually go 

to loans and scholarships. Indeed, these may be the most 

common college financial assistance.

Tuition Discounts After examining the colleges and universities on your list of top 

schools, you may want to begin the application process. 

Applying to multiple schools is recommended, even if you know 

which school you prefer. 

Apply to Your Hidden 
Gem School(s)
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These deadlines will vary from one school to another. Make a 

schedule and mark these dates on your calendar so you don’t 

miss a deadline.

Here are some of the common admissions requirements for 

colleges and universities in the United States:

• Minimum grade point average (GPA)

• Standardized test scores (SAT, ACT, GRE, GMAT, etc.)

• Completed application

• Application fee

• Personal essay or statement

• Complete academic transcript

Remember that you don’t have to complete the college 

application process alone. There are people around you who 

are ready and willing to help—all you have to do is ask. 

This is to ensure that you keep your options open, just in case 

something happens that is out of your control or if you have a 

last-minute change of heart.

While the application process for various colleges and 

universities in the U.S. can be similar, you’ll want to familiarize 

yourself with the exact specifications of each school you’re 

interested in. You must follow these specific instructions to the 

letter if you want to be considered for enrollment. Visit the 

school’s website and learn as much as possible about admission 

requirements and the application process. Reach out to an 

admissions counselor and express your intent to apply. 

These professionals will walk you through the process of 

completing your application. You will often need to adhere to 

specific deadlines for your application to be considered. 

When most students think of financial aid, their minds usually go 

to loans and scholarships. Indeed, these may be the most 

common college financial assistance.




